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The Options Process
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Why the fuss about qualifications?

‘In a competitive job market,
academic and vocational
qgualifications are increasingly
important. Those without
gualifications are at a higher risk
of being unemployed and having
low incomes.”’

Exclusion, employment and opportunity, Case Paper No 4, Atkinson. A and Hills J, (eds),



Changing times....

‘Broad and balanced curriculum
curriculum’

Return to more fraditional GCSE
subjects

Department
for Education

High quality vocational
qualifications




Our Curriculum Offer

OPEN Subjects
Students MUST select 3 options

CORE Subjects

All students will study
these externally examined GCSE

subjects:

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Combined Science ( this includes
equal weighting of Bioclogy,
Chemistry and Physics)

Foundation Subjects

All students will continue to study

these non-examined subjects:

Citizenship

Computing

Personal Development: Personal,
Social and Health Education —
including Sex and Relationships &
Physical Education

Religious Studies

Geography !

History !

Spanish !

from this column:

Art & Design *
Biology

Business Studies
Chemistry
Computing & IT
Drama
Engineering
Food & Cookery
Geography
Graphic Design 2
Health & Social Care
History

Media Studies
Music
Photography
Physics

Religious Studies
Sociology
Spanish

Snorts Srienres



Grade L2

(o]

Distinction
erit

Pass

Grade L1

Distinction *
Distinction

8
7
6
5
A
3
2
1
U




Options Booklet: Sample Shot

Key Stage 4
Options Information

2024-2026
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What’s different about KS4?

= 19 month course (a little over 5 terms) You have
greater responsibility:

= |mportant that you work throughout Key Stage 4

= The work is harder and you have more to do

= YOU have to be more independent

= You must be prepared to give time to your studies

= Mock and final examinations






Reasons fo choose an Option

Reasons to take an
option

Bad Reasons

——

My friend is choosin My older brother
s subect - | olso did this subject

Good Reasons

| am good at this
subject

| enjoy this subject
very much

|_l

| like the teacher
who currently
teaches me this
subject

| have researched

this subject and
know | would enjoy
it

My teachers have
fold me that | am
good af this subject

This subject is new so
it must be good

J

My parents want me

fo do this subject

even though | do
not enjoy it

My parents want me
to do this subject
even though | am
not so good at it

This subject may
help me when | am
older

| am good at doing
the things involved
in this subject




What our students say...

Make sure you enjoy
a subject before
you pick it

Work hard; give
effort or you won't
get the grades you
want



Attendance

Attendance

The Impact of Attendance on
Attainment

Chances of gaining 5
GCSEs grade 9-4 (A*-C)

Punctuality to School is Vital

Minutes Late Each Day Days of Learning Lost

97+ 96.7%
95%-96% 74.3% 10 63
93-94 60.4 15 10
92%-93% 53.1 20 13
88% and below 26.7 30 19

There is a DIRECT LINK between UNDERACHIEVEMENT at KS4
and POOR ATTENDANCE (below 97%) and POOR ATTENDANCE

— FACT.



Can the school guarantee that | will be

given my first choice of subjects?

NO.
» Information gathered from CATS tests

» We use a checking process: are all you
doing an appropriate set of courses for you?

» Viability of groups?
» Can we make each all students’ choices fit?



| want to do something different - such

as a work related course. How?

Your parents can apply to other places
to study at KS4 such as:

 Liverpool Life Sciences UTC

* The Studio School

» St Helen’s College Academy
 Another school



What happens nexi?

1.  Watch subject presentations during Academic Tutor Time
2. Discuss options with your parents/carers

3. Attend Parents’ Evening to discuss choices with subject
teachers

4. Complete options form sent to your parents via Edulink
(deadline 09/02/24)

5. Afltend an interview to make sure you have chosen the right
options for you



