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Famous For:
'Observational Comedic Theatre'

'Exaggerated stereotypical
characters'

Being 3rd most performed
playwright behind Alan Ackroyd

& William Shakespeare
Most Famous Play:

Bouncers
Main Dramatic Theory:

Multi-Rolling, Music, Colloquial
Language, Breaking 4th Wall 
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T H E  T I M E  O F  Y O U R  L I F E  W A S  A  3 0 -
M I N U T E  P E R F O R M A N C E  B Y  G E C K O

C R E A T E D  S P E C I A L L Y  F O R  L I V E  F R O M
T E L E V I S I O N  C E N T R E ,  

 
T H E  T I M E  O F  Y O U R  L I F E  H A S  A N
O R D I N A R Y  M A N  A T  I T S  H E A R T .

D E S P E R A T E  T O  F E E L  D I F F E R E N T  A N D
T O  F I N D  A  R E A L  H U M A N  C O N N E C T I O N

I N  A  W O R L D  C O N S U M E D  B Y  S O C I A L
N E T W O R K S  A N D  M A S S  A D V E R T I S I N G ,

T H E  M A N  E M B A R K S  O N  A  J O U R N E Y
T H R O U G H  R O O M S  R E P R E S E N T I N G

D I F F E R E N T  M I L E S T O N E S  I N  H I S  L I F E .
T H E  R O O M S  A R E  T R A N S F O R M E D

U S I N G  P O W E R F U L  V I S U A L  E F F E C T S
T O  C R E A T E  A N  I N C R E A S I N G L Y  V I V I D

W O R L D  F O R  T H E  V I E W E R  T H A T
D I S I N T E G R A T E S  A S  Q U I C K L Y  A S  I T

A P P E A R S .
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CAREER OF THE MONTHCAREER OF THE MONTHCAREER OF THE MONTH

Each month we will be exploring a different career

path within the arts, meeting people within that sector

in the hopes of inspiring and opening our reader's eyes

to the many opportunities that exist in the world of

theatre!

Costume is what the actors wear onstage. This can have a huge

visual impact, as well as alerting the audience to character, place

and the period of history in which the play is set. Choice of

costume will vary according to the demands of the play. The

costume designer must know the play well and be aware of the

pace and structure of the piece.

T H E  D R A M A  M A G A - S C E N E  B Y
 G A T E A C R E  S C H O O L  D R A M A  D E P A R T M E N T

                                               is a multi-award winning

costume designer known for his work on the 'not so

small' west end shows such as:

Meangirls, aladdin, pretty woman, elf, legally

blonde 

and many more!

Gregg Barnes discussing how he got into designing costumes...

"I was an undergraduate student at San Diego State University majoring in

dramatic literature and happened to take a Costume History course to fulfill a

humanities requirement. The class was set up to design characters from 

 

 

What's on in Liverpool

 GREGG BARNES

classic texts (THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL for example) as we studied each period. I was in my senior year and design

was the furthest thing from my mind but the professor suggested that I sit and talk with the designer Robert Morgan

who was in town working at the Old Globe Theater.  Bob saw something in me that even to this day amazes me, and he

inspired me to go to NYU and study costume design. 
 

 

 When I graduated in 1983 I was hired by the undergraduate theater program at NYU to run their costume department,

getting the student productions on their feet and eventually teaching design. It was an incredible blessing in those early

years to have a shop at my disposal and a steady income doing what I loved. I stayed there until 2002 so it was close to

being a 20-year chapter in my life. 

 

 
While I was doing that I designed everything that came my way

and the jobs got bigger and the budgets trickier to manage. It was

a real juggling act. I remember when I got out of school thinking I

would give it 5 years and if I wasn’t working on Broadway I would

go back to San Diego and teach. The arrogance of youth! It took 15

years to land my first Broadway Show and another 6 years to land

my second. I’ve learned that the process of maturing as an artist

working in the theater isn’t to be rushed. Things happen as they

are meant to and try to enjoy each step of the process.” - Gregg
Barnes interview on TyrannyofStyle.com Costume Design for

Disney’s Aladdin on Broadway!


